10        LANDSIDE ACCESS TO U.S. PORTS

borhood demands that residents' lives not be disrupted by traffic
noise and congestion. They must adhere to multiple federal and state
mandates to protect the environment. They must answer to pressure
from their own constituents to develop urban waterfronts to beautify
their cities and increase local tax revenues. And they must consider
their own economic interest in preserving and investing in maritime
industries. These goals often conflict and require trade-offs. Some
local governments may well decide that their maritime industries are
a lesser priority, but so far most state and local jurisdictions have
shown a willingness to invest heavily in their ports.

Given the competing interests involved in this issue and the benefits
of competition among port communities, the committee concludes
that the most appropriate public policy responses are to (a) provide
incentives to state and local governments to ensure that port access
needs are fairly and thoroughly considered alongside other competing
demands, (b) encourage better long-range planning at the regional or
metropolitan level, and (c) allow for a variety of options for ports to
pursue that are suited to the unique situations in each port region.
Specific examples of these options are identified in the following
sections: the first summarizes opportunities created by the ISTEA,
and the second summarizes additional opportunities for public
officials.

RECOMMENDATIONS IN            TO RESOLVE

ACCESS

The 6-year reauthorization of the federal surface transportation pro-
grams in the ISTEA includes a variety of new opportunities for re-
sponding to port landside access problems. The specific provisions of
the ISTEA as they apply to each level of government are mentioned
briefly in the following section and discussed in the report itself in
greater detail. Although the ISTEA creates new opportunities at all
levels of government, actions to be made at the state and local levels
are the most pressing.

States and Metropolitan Planning Organizations

For metropolitan areas of 200,000 or more persons, the ISTEA re-
quires metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) to develop capi-